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Melissa
Aarskaug
T H E  C Y B E R  E X E C U T I V E  W H O  A C T U A L L Y
U N D E R S T A N D S  M O N E Y .

She goes where others won't.
She brings back what others can't
explain.
She makes it usable.

Cybersecurity Executive · EVP of Strategy and Growth,

DruvStar

Co-Author, Renaissance: Redefining Success for Modern

Mavericks

Host, Executive Connect Podcast · 200 Episodes

Speaker, The Unbreakable Leader

Cyber in the morning. Leadership at lunch. Wealth
strategies for dinner. The rare guest who can take your
audience through all three and make them all make
sense.

executiveconnectexperience.com

aarskaugm@gmail.com

The cyber exec who lost millions, 10x'd her salary in a new
industry, and now defends Fortune 500s and her own life
with the same five rules.

https://www.executiveconnectexperience.com/
mailto:aarskaugm@gmail.com


W H Y  B O O K  H E R

What cybersecurity
taught her about
everything else.
Most people think cybersecurity is an IT problem. Melissa
knows it's a human one. Fifteen years on the front lines of
one of the highest-stakes industries in the world taught her
something unexpected: the principles that protect billion-
dollar organizations from breach are the exact same
principles that protect leaders from being permanently
taken down.

Know your vulnerabilities before your enemy does.
Never rely on a single defense. Build layers. Plan for
the crisis before it arrives. Keep patching yourself.

She is currently EVP of Strategy and Growth at DruvStar,
which means when she joins your show, she's speaking
from this week's threat landscape, not last year's case
studies. She isn't a former cyber executive turned
leadership voice. She's both, in real time. She doesn't
show up dressed as a cybersecurity expert. She shows up
as a leader who happens to know what most don't.

W H Y  N O W

She's leading strategy at one of the only AI/ML-native
gaming cybersecurity firms during the most active
threat year in regulated industries history. Speaking
next at G2E, IGA, and UNLV. The conversations
she's having behind closed doors with CEOs and
boards are what your audience actually wants to hear.
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Recent podcast appearances.
A working selection from a busy press calendar.

Click any title to listen.

01

The Future of
Cybersecurity
Dinis Guarda Podcast · 230K
subscribers

w/ Dinis Guarda →

02

Cybersecurity in Casino
Gaming
Particle Accelerator · Particle41 ·
200K subscribers

w/ Ben Johnson →

03

Earn A Million Dollars
Through Entrepreneurship
Speakers Are Leaders · 288K+
network

w/ Harry Sardinas →

04

Casino Cyber Attacks,
Ransom Payouts, and Why
It's Everyone's Problem
MaxBet Podcast

w/ Mike Kiski & Hillary McAfee →

05

A Better Way to Lead,
Work, and Build Your
Business
She Is A Leader Podcast

w/ Yvi →

06

Designing Success on Your
Own Terms
Climbing the Corporate Ladder
Without Breaking a Heel

w/ Dr. Cynthia Bentzen-Mercer →

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=23xkNShveBY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3k8EU-UbfJY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5ZWB8lrHYPI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0bSlsdhhvHA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6zPdwHJ8Ucw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-bVzk7kpyzo


A B O U T  M E L I S S A

Built for the front lines.
Melissa Aarskaug learned early that other people's assessments of your potential are not your ceiling. Armed with
that belief and a dual engineering degree, she went on to serve as project engineer on one of the largest concrete
bridges of its time before pivoting into a career that would take her to the front lines of global cybersecurity.

Across 18 years as an executive and 15 years in cybersecurity, Melissa rose to become one of the most connected
leaders in the casino gaming industry, touching 95% of that world through compliance, cybersecurity, and strategic
growth. She led a global cybersecurity team, expanded its reach into entirely new verticals, and became a sought-
after voice on the intersection of technology, leadership, and human performance.

She has made millions. She has lost millions. She 10x'd her salary and invested it. Every
collapse has become a stronger reconstruction.

Today, Melissa serves as EVP of Strategy and Growth at DruvStar, a cybersecurity company delivering AI-
powered data protection and managed detection and response. She is the founder of Executive Connect, home to
the Executive Connect Podcast (200 episodes, 3,100+ hours of executive conversations), the Executive Brief
newsletter, and her work on The Unbreakable Leader. She is the co-author of Renaissance: Redefining Success for
Modern Mavericks and creator of the Modern Maverick Assessment.

Melissa speaks on 85+ global stages and serves on the boards of Global Gaming Women, the Association of
Christian Executives, and Global Gaming Business. She is a contributing writer for Indian Gaming Magazine and
Global Gaming Business, and has been featured in Success Magazine and publications across the gaming,
cybersecurity, and leadership industries.

Stay Connected. Inspired. Human.



W H A T  S H E  T A L K S  A B O U T

Five conversation tracks.
One framework.

Melissa doesn't recycle one talking-points sheet across

every show. She brings the conversation that matches

the audience, anchored to the principles she has spent

15 years developing on the front lines. Built for high-
profile podcasts reaching CEOs, senior executives, and

business leaders.

O N  S T A G E

"She doesn't go on stage dressed as a cybersecurity expert. She goes on dressed as a
leader who happens to know what the rest of us don't."



0 1  ·  T R A C K

The Unbreakable Leader signature

What 15 years inside one of the most attacked industries
in the world taught her about leading any team that has to
survive the next disruption. Equal parts personal story,
strategic principles, and permission slip to stop waiting
for the crisis to have a plan.

0 2  ·  T R A C K

Money, Power, and Negotiation
What a Karrass Master Negotiator learned closing
deals across regulated industries. Why the table tilts
the moment you stop trying to be liked, and how to
build the wealth that follows even after losing it.

0 3  ·  T R A C K

The Human Side of AI
Why the leaders most exposed to AI right now are not the
ones who can't code. They are the ones who never
developed emotional intelligence. The skill no algorithm
replaces.

0 4  ·  T R A C K

Inside a Casino Breach: Why Every
Industry Should Care
What actually happens when a multi-billion dollar
property gets hit. Why ransom is the easy question.
What boards never ask until it is too late. The casino is
the case study. The lessons are universal: every
industry now runs on data, trust, and operational
continuity.

0 5  ·  T R A C K

The Reinvention Myth
Starting over isn't a fresh start. It is a skill. Drawn from Renaissance and the Modern Maverick Assessment, for leaders who
have followed every rule and still feel like something is missing.



T H E  F R A M E W O R K

The Human Firewall.

Five principles from 15 years on the front lines of

cybersecurity. Each one is a lesson from defending

organizations. Each one is also a lesson from building
a life.

01
Know Your Attack Surface

Self-awareness is your first line of defense.

02
Zero Trust

The breach comes from the trusted insider, not the stranger.

03
Defense in Depth

Build layers, each assuming the last already failed.

04
Incident Response

The plan must exist before the crisis arrives.

05
Patch Yourself

The leader running on outdated assumptions is the one who
fails.

R E C E N T L Y  F E A T U R E D  I N

Stages, summits, and platforms.

· ·

· · ·

G L O B A L G A M I N G  E X P O I N D I A N  G A M I N G  A S S O C I AT I O N

G L O B A L G A M I N G  W O M E N U N LV I M G L 5 0 / 5 0  W O M E N  O N  B O A R D S



P R E S S  &  A R T I C L E S

Recent bylines and features.

01 S U C C E S S  M A G A Z I N E

Melissa Aarskaug: Human-Centered Leadership

→

02 L I N K E D I N  P U L S E

The Reinvention Myth: Why Starting Over Is Actually a Skill

→

03 G A M I N G  &  L E I S U R E

G&L Thought Leader Spotlight: Melissa Aarskaug

→

04 G A M I N G  &  L E I S U R E

The Compliance Trap: Why Gaming's Biggest Security Blind Spot Is Hiding in Plain
Sight

→

05 I N D I A N  G A M I N G

Steering the Ship: Why the Role of Leadership Is Critical in a Cyber Breach Response
→

06 G A M I N G  &  L E I S U R E

Surviving Cyber Cuts: Protecting Assets on a Tight Budget
→

07 G A M I N G  &  L E I S U R E

How to Augment Your Small Cybersecurity Team: Smart Strategies for Maximum
Impact

→

https://www.success.com/melissa-aarskaug-human-centered-leadership
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/reinvention-myth-why-starting-over-actually-skill-melissa-aarskaug--gihoc/
https://mygamingandleisure.com/gl-thought-leader-spotlight-melissa-aarskaug/
https://mygamingandleisure.com/the-compliance-trap-why-gamings-biggest-security-blind-spot-is-hiding-in-plain-sight/
https://www.indiangaming.com/steering-the-ship-why-the-role-of-leadership-is-critical-in-a-cyber-breach-response/
https://mygamingandleisure.com/surviving-cyber-cuts-protecting-assets-on-a-tight-budget/
https://mygamingandleisure.com/how-to-augment-your-small-cybersecurity-team-smart-strategies-for-maximum-impact/


Melissa Aarskaug 2026 Podcast Media Kit executiveconnectexperience.com

L E T ' S  T A L K

Ready to book Melissa on your show?
Podcast guest inquiries welcome. Melissa promotes every episode across her 40K+ executive following and

integrates each conversation into her ecosystem of speakers, leaders, and listeners. She prefers shows where

the host has done their homework and is ready to go deep. She shows up the same way.

D I R E C T  I N Q U I R I E S

executiveconnectexperience.com

aarskaugm@gmail.com

linkedin.com/in/melissa-aarskaug

W H E R E  Y O U R  A U D I E N C E  G O E S  N E X T

Take the Modern Maverick Assessment · Subscribe to The Executive Brief ·

Listen to Executive Connect Podcast

Stay Connected. Inspired. Human.

https://www.executiveconnectexperience.com/
https://www.executiveconnectexperience.com/
mailto:aarskaugm@gmail.com
https://www.linkedin.com/in/melissa-aarskaug/
https://www.executiveconnectexperience.com/maverick-test/
https://www.executiveconnectexperience.com/
https://www.executiveconnectexperience.com/

